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13.1 Precambrian Time: Vast and Puzzling

Precambrian History

® The Precambrian encompasses immense
geological time, from Earth's distant
beginnings 4.56 billion years ago until the
start of the Cambrian period, over 4 billion
years later.

@ Precambrian Rocks

+ Shields are large, relatively flat expanses of
ancient metamorphic rock within the stable
continental interior.

+ Much of what we know about Precambrian
rocks comes from ores mined from shields.
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